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(54) Container carrier 

(57) This invention relates to a package (1 ) of a plu- 
rality of containers (5) unitized with a flexible container 
carrier (10). The carrier (10) is constructed from a plastic 
planar sheet having a plurality of container receiving 
openings (20). At least one handle (30) is integrally 
formed with the sheet and removable along a handle 
tear line (40). A carrier tear line (50) extends across the 
sheet and enables the package (1) to be divided into 



sub-packages (2) depending upon merchandising re- 
quirements. One or more handles (30 or 35) are re- 
moved along the handle tear line (40), depending on the 
required configuration of the package. Preferably pack 
and pricing information (25) is provided on the handles 
(30,35) so that the remaining handle on each pack car- 
ries the appropriate pricing information (25) for the 
whole (1 ) or the divided (2) pack. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to a carrier for carrying 
a plurality ot containers in a package having handle and 
carrier tear lines tor dividing the container carrier into 
one or more packages. 

[0002] Conventional container carriers are often used 
to unitize a plurality of similarly sized containers, such 
as cans, bottles, jars and boxes, although other pack- 
ages or containers may be unitized. Conventional con- 
tainer carriers are typically configured to hold 6 contain- 
ers ("6 pack"), 12 containers ('12 pack') or 24 contain- 
ers ("case"), although many other multi-package config- 
urations are possible. 

[0003] One problem encountered with conventional 
multi-packages, such as 6 packs and 1 2 packs, is a lack 
of flexibility for the merchandiser. If the merchandiser 
stocks only 12 packs, then the consumer cannot pur- 
chase a smaller package. Likewise, if the merchandiser 
stocks only 6 packs, the consumer cannot purchase 
larger packages at a discount typically associated with 
such larger packages. This merchandising problem is 
especially acute for smaller, low-volume merchandisers 
which do not have the shelf space or the inventory ca- 
pabilities to stock multiple sizes of multi-packages. 
[0004] Merchandisers have attempted several solu- 
tions of the above problem. Some merchandisers use a 
utility knife to cut 1 2 packs in half, resulting in an unsta- 
ble package, often without an effective handle for the 
consumer. Some merchandisers purchase multiple 
cardboard fiats of loose containers and re-package the 
containers on the premises according to demand. This 
procedure is time consuming and also results in unsta- 
ble and inconsistent multi-packages. 
[0005] Both of the above inadequate solutions also re- 
sult in multi-packages that must be re-priced according 
to the size of the mutti -package. Often UPC symbols or 
other means of pricing reflect the price of the previously 
sized multi-package, thus resulting in improper scans 
and incorrect labeling of the re-packaged multi-pack- 
age. 

[0006] A carrier according to this invention is prefer- 
ably used to unitize multiple containers into a package. 
The carrier preferably comprises a flexible, resilient pla- 
nar sheet of plastic having a first edge, a second edge 
and two lateral edges. The sheet is formed with a plu- 
rality of container receiving openings in it. The carrier 
further comprises a carrier tear line extending across the 
sheet. The carrier tear line is preferably a line of perfo- 
rations through the sheet. 

[0007] The carrier further comprises at least one han- 
dle integrally formed with the sheet. The carrier prefer- 
ably comprises three handles: two handles positioned 
along the first edge of the sheet and one handle along 
positioned the second edge of the sheet. 
[0008] Each handle preferably includes a label or oth- 
er means for pricing the package. The labels may con- 
tain different pricing information depending upon the 



size of the intended package. 
[0009] The handle is removable along a handle tear 
line. The handle tear lines are preferably formed be- 
tween each handle and the sheet. The handle tear line 
5 may be formed with a series of perforations, preferably 
having an unequal distribution, through the sheet. A pull 
tab may be integrally formed with the sheet to facilitate 
tearing of the handle tear line. 
[0010] After the carrier is filled with containers, the 
10 package may be adjusted for sale of the package or di- 
vided for sale of multiple sub-packages. If a large pack- 
age is required then one or more smaller handles are 
removed from the package along the handle tear line. 
The package is then priced on the label on the remaining 
handle. 

[0011] If one or more smaller packages are required, 
then one or more larger handles are removed along the 
respective handle tear line. The package is then divided 
along the carrier tear line into two or more smaller sub- 
packages. Each subpackage is then independently 
priced on the label on the two or more remaining han- 
dles. Alternatively, one or more panels are provided 
which carry the pack and pricing information. 
[001 2] In the above manner, a merchandiser may pur- 
chase a single package that has multiple flexible mer- 
chandising possibilities. No tools are required for con- 
version of the single package into sub-packages and the 
conversion is time efficient. Most importantly, the pack- 
age and any resulting sub-packages are tight, solid and 
easy to carry. 

[0013] Particular embodiments in accordance with 
this invention will now be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings; in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top view of a container carrier according 
to one embodiment of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a package of 12 con- 
tainers using the container carrier shown in Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of two sub-packages of 
6 containers using the container carrier shown in 
Fig. 1 ; and, . 

Fig 4 is a top view according to another embodiment 
of this invention. 

[0014] Fig. 1 shows carrier 10 for carrying a plurality 
of containers 5. Containers 5 shown in Figs. 2 and 3 are 
preferably cans or bottles or other containers used in 
multi-packaging. Containers 5 are preferably like-sized 
within a single carrier 10. 

[001 5] Carrier 10 unitizes a plurality of containers 5 to 
create package 1, such as package 1 shown in Fig. 2. 
Carrier 10 comprises planar sheet 15 having first edge 
17, second edge 18 and two lateral edges 19. Sheet 15 
is preferably constructed from a flexible, resilient mate- 
rial such as plastic. In one preferred embodiment of this 
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invention, sheet 15 Is made from low to medium density 
polyethylene. 

[0016] Sheet 15 of material is preferably cut, using 
means known to those skilled in the art, such as a 
stamping die, to form a plurality of container receiving 
openings 20 in sheet 15. Container receiving openings 
20 are preferably sized to stretchingly engage with con- 
tainers 5 to form package 1. In one preferred embodi- 
ment of this invention, shown in Figs. 1-3, container re- 
ceiving openings 20 are formed in three longitudinal 
rows and four lateral ranks resulting in twelve container 
receiving openings 20. Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 4, 
container receiving openings 20 may be formed in two 
longitudinal rows of six lateral ranks resulting in twelve 
container receiving openings. Container receiving 
openings 20 may be arranged in any other feasible ar- 
rangement of longitudinal rows and lateral ranks pre- 
ferred by consumers and merchandisers. 
[0017] Carrier 10 further comprises carrier tear line 50 
extending across sheet 15. Carrier tear line 50 may be 
formed with a series of slits or perforations through 
sheet 1 5 or a reduced thickness of sheet 1 5. Preferably, 
carrier tear line 50 is configured so that sheet 1 5 does 
not split along carrier tear line 50 without an intentional 
tearing by the user. In one preferred embodiment of this 
invention, carrier tear line 50 divides carrier 1 0 into equal 
numbers of container receiving openings 20. 
[0018] Additionally, at least one handle 30, 35 is inte- 
grally formed with sheet 15. As shown in Fig. 1 in one 
preferred embodiment of this invention, 12 pack handle 
30 is positioned along second edge 18 of sheet 1 5. Also 
shown in Fig. 1, two 6 pack handles 35 are integrally 
formed along first edge 17 of sheet 15. As used in the 
specification and claims herein, integrally formed 
means handle 30, 35 is included with sheet 15 during 
manufacturing as a single piece unit. 
[0019] As shown in Figs. 1-3, carrier 10 comprises 
three handles 30, 35, however, carrier 10 may comprise 
any number of handles 30, 35 such as one 24 pack han- 
dle and four 6 pack handles 35 or, as shown in Fig. 4, 
one 12 pack handle 30 and zero 6 pack handles. 
[0020] In one preferred embodiment of this invention, 
shown in Fig. 4, carrier 10 comprises one 12 pack han- 
dle 30 and two panels 55 in lieu of two 6 pack handles 
as shown in Fig. 1. Panel 55 may be used to display 
product information, promotional information, pricing in- 
formation or any other merchandising information. In the 
preferred embodiment of this invention shown in Fig. 4, 
individual 6 pack subpackages 2 may be carried using 
center apertures 60. In an alternative embodiment of 
this invention not shown in the drawings, carrier 10 may 
comprise two 6 pack handles 30 positioned along an op- 
posite edge of carrier 10 as a single panel 55. 
[0021] Each handle 30, 35 preferably additionally 
comprises label 25 or other means for pricing package 
1 . Label 25 may be a UPC label or a price tag affixed 
with respect to handle 30, 35. Preferably, label 25 con- 
tains different pricing information depending upon the 



size of handle 30, 35 and thus the size of package 1 . 
Therefore, for example, handle 30 contains pricing in- 
formation for a 12 pack price on label 25 and handle 35 
contains pricing information for a 6 pack price on label 
s 25. 

[0022] Handle 30, 35 is preferably removable along 
handle tear line 40. Handle tear line 40 is preferably 
formed between each handle 30, 35 and sheet 15. 
Therefore, in the preferred embodiment of this invention 
io shown in Figs. 1 -3, sheet 1 5 comprises two handle tear 
lines 40, one handle tear line along first edge 1 7 of sheet 
15 and one handle tear line along second edge 18 of 
sheet 15. 

[0023] Handle tear line 40 may be formed with a se- 

15 ries of slits or line of perforations through sheet 1 5 or a 
reduced thickness of sheet 15. Preferably, handle tear 
line 40 is strong enough to withstand the stresses in- 
duced by carrying package 1 or sub-package 2 with han- 
dle 30, 35. In one preferred embodiment of this inven- 

20 tion, handle tear line 40 comprises a series of slits hav- 
ing an unequal distribution. As shown in Fig. 1 , handle 
tear line 40 may comprise slrts or perforations which are 
spaced apart farther in areas of carrier 1 0 that absorb 
higher stress levels. Such slits or perforations in handle 

25 tear line 40 are closely packed in those areas of carrier 
1 0 that absorb lower stress levels. 
[0024] Preferably, handle tear line 404 is configured 
so that sheet 15 does not split along handle tear line 40 
without an intentional tearing by the user. Such an in- 

30 tentional tearing by the user may be facilitated by pull 
tab 45. Pull tab 45 is preferably integrally formed with 
sheet 15 and positioned at first end 42 of handle tear 
line 40. As shown in Fig. 1 , pull tab 45 preferably pro- 
trudes from sheet 1 5 and/or handle 30, 35 and is labeled 

3$ with an arrow or other directional indication for the user. 
Preferably, when the user pulls pull tab 45, tearing of 
handle tear line 40 is initiated. 

[0025] After carrier 10 is filled with containers 5, pack- 
age 1 is preferably distributed to consumers. Depending 

40 on the sales of a merchandiser, package 1 may be sold 
as is, as shown in Fig. 2, or sold in separate sub-pack- 
ages 2, as shown in Fig. 3. Package 1 is divisible 
through carrier tear tine 50 into sub-packages 2. 
[0026] As described above, each handle 30, 35 pref- 

45 erabfy comprises label 25. In the preferred embodiment 
of this invention shown in Figs. 2 and 3, package 1 con- 
tains three labels 25, two labels 25 containing 6 pack 
pricing information on handles 35 and one label 25 con- 
taining 12 pack pricing information on handle 30. Pack- 

50 age 1 may include any combination of one or more la- 
bels 25 effective for conveying pricing information de- 
pending upon the configuration of package 1 . 
[0027] If the merchandiser or the consumer needs a 
12 pack, shown in Fig. 2, then handles 35 are removed 

5S from package 1 through handle tear line 40 abng first 
edge 17 of sheet 15. Package 1 is then carried using 
handle 30. Package 1 is scanned or rung up at the cash 
register using label 25 on handle 30 containing price in- 
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formation for a 12 pack. 

[0028] If the merchandiser or the consumer needs 
one or more 6 packs, shown in Fig. 3, handle 30 is re- 
moved through handle tear line 40 along second edge 
18 of sheet 15. Package 1 is then divided along carrier 
tear line 50 into at least two subpackages 2. Each sub- 
package 2 is then independently saleable and portable 
using handle 35. Sub-packages 2 are scanned or rung 
up at the cash register using label 25 containing price 
information for a 6 pack. 

[0029] Figs. 2 and 3 show 1 2 pack and 6 pack config- 
urations of package 1 and sub-package 2, however, this 
invention may apply to any combination of package 1 
divisible into two or more sub-packages 2. For instance, 
this invention may apply to packages 1 of twelve or eight 
containers 5 divisible into individual sub-packages 2 of 
four containers 5 or cases of containers 5 divisible into 
individual sub-packages 2 of six containers 5. 



Claims 

1. A carrier for carrying a plurality of containers, the 
carrier (10) comprising: 

a sheet having a plurality of container receiving 
openings (20) ; 

at least one handle (30) integrally formed with 
the sheet, the at least one handle (30) being 
removable along a handle tear line (40); and 
a carrier tear line (50) extending across the 
sheet. 

2. A carrier according to Claim 1, comprising a plurality 
handles (30,35) each of which is removable along 
a handle tear line (40) . 

3. A carrier according to Claim 2, comprising three 
handles (30,35) wherein two handles (35) are posi- 
tioned along a first edge of the sheet and a third 
handle (30) is positioned along a second edge of 
the sheet. . 

4. A carrier according to any one of the preceding 
claims, wherein the carrier tear line (50) and/or the 
handle tear line (40) comprises a line of perfora- 
tions. 

5. A carrier according to any one of claims 1 to 4, 
wherein the handle tear line (40) comprises a series 
of slits having an unequal distribution. 

6. The carrier according to any one of the preceding 
claims, further comprising a pull tab (45) formed 
along a first end of the or each handle tear line (40). 

7. The carrier according to any one of the preceding 
claims, wherein the plurality of container receiving 



openings (20) are arranged in three longitudinal 
rows of four lateral ranks, or are arranged in two 
longitudinal rows of six lateral ranks. 

5 8. A carrier according to any one of the preceding 

claims, further comprising at least one panel (55) 
integrally formed with the sheet and preferably be- 
ing removable along a tear line (40). 

10 9. A method for packaging a plurality of containers (5) 
within a divisible package (1 ), the method compris- 
ing: 

applying at least two different pricing labels (25) 
is to the divisible package (1 ); 

removing at least one handle (30) from the di- 
visible package (1) along a handle tear line 
(40); and, 

dividing the divisible package (1 ) into at least 
20 two sub-packages (2) along a carrier tear line 

(50). 

1 0. A method according to Claim 9, wherein one pricing 
label (25) of the at least two different pricing labels 

6 is applied to the at least one handle (30). 
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